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December 19, 2022 
 
Comment Intake—Auto Lending Data Gaps 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau  
1700 G Street NW, Washington, DC 20552  
 
Re: Comment Letter – Auto Lending Data Gaps 

Docket No. CFPB–2022–0075 
 
To Whom it May Concern,   
 
The Ohio Credit Union League (OCUL) represents the collective interests of Ohio’s 228 credit unions 
and their more than three million members. Of those 228 credit unions, 124 are federally chartered; 
59 state-chartered, federally insured; and 45 state-chartered, privately insured, with an average asset 
size of $188 million. OCUL appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) exploration of potential gaps in the current automobile lending data 
collection requirements. 
 
While the intent of this inquiry is to find gaps in the current lending data collection requirements that 
could potentially cause a regulatory blind spot, the most likely outcome of any proposed data collection 
expansion will be in an inadvertent burden to already compliant market actors. OCUL fully supports 
facilitating the enforcement of fair lending laws, protecting consumers, and ensuring a level lending 
playing field, but not in a manner that negatively impacts financial cooperatives and their members.  
OCUL has several areas of concern with the proposed rule and respectfully requests the CFPB consider 
these concerns when determining the necessity of requiring additional data collection. 
 
First, the CFPB’s broad and open request for information regarding a new data set lacks meaningful 
justification. The request presents no facts, data, anecdotes, or citations demonstrating the financial 
threat facing consumers without this new data. Moreover, the request discusses the need for this data 
based on similar industry requirements. While more data could support greater fair lending analysis, 
OCUL’s concern lies with burdens caused by the operational, processing, data, and reporting 
technologies currently not capable of collecting and organizing additional data points. Adding 
unnecessary data points results in an added burden without a clear, intended purpose and outcome.  
 
Second, privacy concerns and mistrust are often cited as concerns for those Americans who are 
financially unbanked or underbanked.1 With concerns over personal privacy being a leading reason 
individuals lose trust in mainstream and responsible financial institutions, requiring more data to be 
collected on yet another aspect of consumers’ lives without clear, justifiable need, could further damage 
consumer confidence. Additionally, credit unions are legally bound to serve specific fields of 
membership and must comply with statutory member business lending restrictions. As a result, credit 
union data collected pursuant to any new data set may be incomparable with data from other lenders 
that may legally serve any consumer. The CFPB should account for this difference both in the data set’s 
development and when considering already accessible data. 
 
Lastly, it is not just the data itself that will be a burden, it is the gathering and reporting that will deeply 
impact some credit unions. While credit unions support the goals of the CFPB and seek to provide all 
members with fair and equitable direct and indirect automobile lending options, OCUL is concerned 

 
1 https://www.fdic.gov/analysis/household-survey/2019report.pdf  
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about the CFPB’s move to implement a new data set without industry and public input or comment. The 
CFPB’s lack of consultation with constituents prior to rule making could create unintended 
consequences, namely increased operational costs, inadvertent noncompliance, and member loss of 
service. These conditions could result in fewer market participants, especially among smaller lenders, 
and reduced access to vehicles and vehicle financing for communities with individuals who need help 
the most.  
 
OCUL appreciates the opportunity to engage with the CFPB on additional ways the CFPB can ensure 
fair lending; however, OCUL cannot support the implementation of a new data set until industry and 
market participants have an opportunity to review the proposed data set and comment on the 
potential impact. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Paul L. Mercer    Sean M. Brown, Esq. 
President    Director, Regulatory Affairs 
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